Long-term outcome in children with temporal lobe seizures. V: Indications and contra-indications for neurosurgery.
One hundred unselected children with temporal lobe epilepsy were followed up between 1948 and 1982. The series was a personal one. None was lost to observation. For 42 patients, contra-indications for surgery had emerged before the end of their schooldays. 29 cases were considered for surgery. 16 were rejected on technical grounds, and none of these made an epileptic, social, psychiatric or personality recovery. 13 patients were operated on, none of whom continued to have habitual epilepsy: all their biographies were remarkably improved, though several years postoperative care sometimes was needed. The authors conclude that surgery plays a major rôle in the treatment of temporal lobe epilepsy of childhood, and those who would benefit usually can be recognised before leaving school.